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FORGOT'GEN HISTORY. . 
LVDOVICO DE (in monogram) VELASCO ET VINCENTIO GONZALEZ. Two 


jugate portraits, to the waist, and facing to the right, of men in rich military undress, high cravats, 
bosom-ruffies, and mantles thrown far back. The one to the left has his hair confined by a ribbon 
behind the neck, and then flowing loosely over his shoulders; the one to the right wears a medal 
on his breast. Artist’s name beneath the left hand bust: PRIETO, 

Rev. IN‘ MORRO: VIT+GLOR:FVNCT: A bastioned fort on a precipitous point, assaulted 
and blowing up, and carrying aloft several human figures; in front of it, three boats; to the left, 
three ships of war; to the right and in the rear, forts, ships, houses, and troops in column and line, 
In the exergue: ARTIVM ACADEMIA | CAROLO REGE CATHOL | ANNVENTE 
CONS: | A: MDCCLXIII Copper bronzed ; size 32, 

The inscriptions signify: (obv.) “* To Luis Velasco and Vicente Gonzalez”, (rev.) “ who 
gloriously offered up their lives in Morro castle, the Academy of Arts consecrates with the approval 
of Charles, Catholic King.” 

We take from our cabinet this medal—one of that peculiarly interesting class which, though 
issued in Europe, relates to incidents in America—as an illustration of the oblivion which is apt, in 
a growing commercial metropolis, to overtake events of much moment in their day, as well as of 
the tendency of numismatic research to dispel that oblivion. For how many among the million 
and more, who now dwell in New York city and its immediate suburbs, are aware that little over a 
century ago, an expedition from this province—as it then was—and commanded by its governor, 
captured Havana, after storming her formidable Morro castle ?>—and yet how vividly and undeniably 
does a memorial like the one before us recall the fact! The troops engaged in the enterprise, 
having come with renown from the subjugation of Canada, rendezvoused at Staten Island previously 
to setting sail for the West Indies, They comprehended, according to Watson, in his “ Annals and 
Occurrences of New York City and State’, eleven regiments, and were encamped from August to 
November on the centre of the island, where they formed a market and invited sellers. As an 
jntroduction to the subject, we quote a passage from a work of merit: 

“ After the conquest of Canada, Pitt had projected an expedition against Martinique, the most important possession of the 
French among the West India islands, purposing, with a view to the Spanish war which he saw impending, that the same 
force should afterwards be directed against the Havannah. A squadron, under the command of Admiral Rodney, and the 
land forces which had been employed in North America, under General Monckton, were dispatched on this service; and, 
carly in the year 1762, intelligence arrived in England that Martinique, and, with it, Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and a 
chain of islands extending from Hispaniola almost to the continent of South America, had surrendered. Thus the whole of 
the French possessions in the Carribean Seas were reduced, for the island of Dominica had been taken by Lord Rolls a few 
months before. The fall of Martinique, which had been pronounced impregnable by the French engineers, produced a 
deep impression at Paris, and even throughout Europe. Still it was thought that the Havannah, from its great strength, 
might be successfully defended. But a reinforcement arriving from England, this great enterprise was undertaken with that 
zeal and energy which Pitt may be said to have restored to the British arms. All the difficulties which the art of the 
engineer could oppose to invasion, and a garrison equal in numbers to themselves, were not, perhaps, the most formidable 
obstacles which they had to encounter. A climate and a season destructive to the European frame caused more havoc in 
their ranks than the resistance of the enemy. But success at length rewarded their indomitable perseverance, and the 
Havannah—the richest prize of the whole war, and one which determined its event as far as Spain was concerned—yielded 
to the British flag. Fifteen sail of the line, besides smaller ships and merchantmen, together with treasure to the amount 
of three millions sterling, formed a part of this conquest.” * 

We are now prepared to read understandingly some articles extracted from the newspapers of the 
time. Preserved as they are in the library of our Historical Society and elsewhere, these journals 
furnish an amazing field of curious investigation, all but universally neglected, Let us turn to the 
“New York Gazette” of Thursday, August 13,1761. We there read: “ Last Friday and Saturday, 


bs * William Massey. Hist. of England during reign of Geo. III. 1. 105-6. 
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General Otway’s Regiment* came down from Albany, and was landed at Staten Island”; and, in the 
same paper for Thursday, Sep, 3: ‘ Friday last his Excellency General Sir Jeffery Amherst, Knight - 
of the Bath, arrived at the camp on Staten Island, from Albany: He camé on Horseback down the 
West-Side of Hudson’s’ River”. The same Gazette, for Oct. 29, contains a full account of the 
ceremony of investing Sir Jeffery in camp, with the insignia of the Bath, an incident already 
referred to in our number for last February, but on which we do not think proper to linger here, 
as Amherst did not accompany the army southward. ‘The subjoined clippings explain themselves: 

“ On Tuesday Morning last 17 Guns were fired from Mrt George, on the Arrival of his Excellency Sir Jeffery Amherst, 
K. B. from the Army on Staten Island, where his Excellency Gen. Monckton, Governor of this Province, now has the 
command.” N. Y. Gazette, Nov. 5, 1761. 

“ Within these few Days the Troops encamped on Staten Island, are all embark’d, the Tents struck, and almost every 
Thing in Readiness for the Fleet (consisting of above 100 Sail) to proceed on the Expedition, under the Command of Hig 
Excellency the Hon. Major-General Monckton, Governor of this Province.” 

«© We have Reason to hope that these brave Troops, (with their experienc’d Commander) who have had so great a Share 
in the Conquest of Canada, will acquire fresh Glory in this Expedition; which we hope will be crowned with Success, and 
complete their military Service, by reducing our Enemies to an Incapacity of supporting the War, and the Necessity of 
accepting reasonable Terms of Peace.” Id. Nov. 12, 1761. 

“On Thursday Morning last, the Fleet of Men of War and Transports mentioned in our last, weighed Anchor and put 
to Sea, having an extraordinary fine leading Gale, which, by Twelve o’Clock at Noon carried them clear of the Hook ; and 
its Continuance almost ever since, give us Hopes of their having a good Offing, and in a prosperous Way of arriving safe at 
their destin’d Port.” Id. Nov. 26, 1761. 

A fleet of one hundred sail passing all at once through our beautiful Narrows! ‘* What a sight!” 
exclaims the naive and not very trustworthy Watson. ‘The passage had been frozen over on the 
15th of January previous. What a contrast! ‘General Monckton”—proceeds the author of the 
«« Annals and Occurrences”—** was made Governor of New York, went off immediately afterwards 
with the fleet and army to the West Indies, where he conquered Martinico and the Leeward 
Islands, and subsequently the Havannah, and then returns back to New York within a single year, 
and repossesses his government”.t Great was the exultation of the English, as expressed in a song 
of the day: 

“ Bold Monckton, whose soul not a fear can controul, 
And Rodney of spirit so great 
Have convinced the proud slaves that we sons of the waves, 
When we please, can determine their fate.” 

The vanquished, on the other hand, lost all but honor, which, at least in the case of the two 
subjects of our Medal, the victors freely concede them. From the “ Annual Register” for 1762, 
on the 13th of August in which year Havana capitulated, we now take an account of the storming 
of the Morro on the 30th of July preceding, containing as it does, the most minute information 
that we have been able to discover in regard to Velasco and Gonzalez, the heroes commemorated: 


“The mines at length did their business, A part of the wall was blown up, and fell into the ditch, leaving a breach, 
which, though very narrow and difficult, the general and engineer judged practicable. The English troops, who were com- 
manded on this most dangerous of all services, rejoiced that it was to be the end of labors much more grievous to them. 
They mounted the breach, entered the fort, and formed themselves with so much celerity, and with such a spirited coolness 
of resolution, that the enemy, who were drawn up to receive them, and who might have made the assault an affair of great 
bloodshed, astonished at their countenance, fled on all hands. About four hundred were slaughtered on the spot, or ran to 
the water, where they perished. Four hundred more threw down their arms, and obtained quarter. The second in com- 
mand, the Marquis de Gonsales, fell whilst he was making brave but ineffectual efforts to animate and rally his people. 
Don Lewis de Velasco, the governor, who had hitherto defended the fort with such obstinate bravery, seemed resolved in 
this extremity to share the same fate with it. He collected an hundred men in an entrenchment he had made round his 
colors. But seeing that all his companions were fled from him, or slaughtered about him, disdaining to retire or call for 
quarter, he received a mortal wound, and fell, offering his sword to his conquerors. The English wept with pity and 
admiration over that unfortunate valor which had occasioned them so many toilsome hours, and cost them so many lives.” 


We take our little pride in having added to the catalogue of American Medals this interesting 
piece. Not only is it entitled to a place in that general list; but, in a sub-series illustrative of the 
history of New York in particular, should such a one be ever collected, it assuredly deserves a 
conspicuous rank. Its execution is such as to do no discredit to any cabinet, but rather to reflect 
honor on Spanish art, and at the same time excite curiosity in relation to its author Prieto, with 
whose name we confess that we were previously unacquainted. Al] that we have met_with in the 
way of information about him is comprised in the following paragraph which we translate from the 
German : 





* This was the 35th Regiment. It went to Martinique with Gen. Monckton, and was at the siege of the Havannah ia 
1762. Beatson’s Naval and Military Memoirs, III., 364, 395. 
es. — F, Watson. Annals and Occurrences, p. 274. 
tanza II. of a Song on the Reduction of Martinico. Royal Magazine, Vol. VI., 1762, p. 209. 
; Annual Register for 1762. sixth edition, p. 42. There is also a narrative of the operations at the Morro (not “ Moro”, | 
as English writers always mis-spell the word) in Lord Mahon’s History of England from the Peace of Utrecht, ch, xxxviii 
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«A medal which bears the name of its producer Prieto must not be here passed over. It is 
dedicated to two valiant Spaniards, Don Luis de Velasco and Vincent Gonzalez, who defended Moro 
Fort, the key of the city of Havana on the island of Cuba. In the artist we are probably to 
recognize Don ‘Tomas Francisco Prieto, who was also a painter and an engraver, and received from 
Charles III, the supervision of all coins in the entire kingdom, with the order to improve the 
dies’’.* 





—— 
«THE SMALLEST COIN IN THE WORLD”. 


The following facts relative to the small gold coin exhibited at the late meeting of the American 
Numismatic and Archeological Society by Mr. Wood, may perhaps be worth a permanent place 
for reference in our JouRNAL. 

The coin was sent with other curiosities for g@xhibition and sale to the great Metropolitan Sanitary 
Fair for soldiers, held in New York, in April, 1864, by the Hon. Wm. W. Murphy, U. S. Consul 
General at Frankfort-on-the-Main. At the close of the fair many little items remaining unsold, 
Mrs. Gibbs, who had general charge of the so-called «* Curiosity Shop”, requested Mr. W. to bring 
the coins to the notice of the Numismatic Society with the view of disposing of them. This was 
done, and the coins afterward sold “free of duty” by courtesy of Mr. Henry Leavitt, at the end 
of Mr. Woodward’s «* McCoy sale”’, in May of that year, as an uncatalogued addenda #o the addenda 
of C. W. Betts. So skeptical were the few collectors remaining in the room that Mr. W. had no 
difficulty in obtaining the little gold piece for the fabulous price of eight cents, The purchaser 
immediately addressed a letter to Mr. Murphy, and received from him a response, of which the 
subjoined is a part. The original is preserved among the Society’s correspondence. In accordance 
with the wishes of the author of the letter, the principal facts received due mention in the daily 
journals, 


[Copy.] «¢ ConsutaTe-Generat, U. S. or America, 
Franxrort-On-THE-Main, July 19, 1864. 
F. A. Woop, Secretary Americen Numismatic Society. 

Dear Sin:—In answer to yours regarding the small gold coin which I sent to the Sanitary Fair, 
and which you desire a history of, I will state that it is the smallest gold coin in the world, being 
one sixteenth of a ducat, and was issued by the city of Nuremberg. About the year 1314, when 
Nuremberg was a free and imperial city of the Germanic empire, she coined in gold, ducats, halves, 
quarters, and eighths; the Free Knights of the Empire (‘die reichsfreien Ritter”) from the neigh- 
borhood furnishing the gold, and the city designating the arms to be stamped thereon, and regulating 
the value and standard of the coins. 

Much of this money was paid out to the hired retainers of these knights, and it was in circulation 
up to about the year 1460, One hundred years later, at the time of the Schmalkaldian war, the city 
issued this little sixteenth ducat, and continued the practice on several other occasions, such as the 
visits of German emperors to Nuremberg, the conclusion of a sitting of the Federal Diet, ete. 
The coin being small and easily lost, many were afterward melted down into larger pieces, and 
they are now very scarce. I have never seen other than this one, though I have the larger values 
which are more common. . ° * * ° . ° : ? - ™ 

There are a number of other interesting coins, festive and commemorative, issued by this city, 
some of them quite recent, as the Schiitzenfest Thaler, in honor of the national shooting-match 
held in 1862; one commemorating the Congress of Kings in 1863; the “ Rothschild love coin”, 
etc., etc: I have sent specimens of these to Prof. Jewett of Albany, where they can be seen. 

As I have had many inquiries concerning the gold coin, if you could publish the substance of this 
letter I should feel under great obligations. 

Yours, very truly, 
Wituiam W. Murpny, Consul-General.” 


The coin itself is in perfect preservation, and about an eighth of an inch in diameter or nearly 
size 2 by Philadelphia scale. It weighs just two grains Troy, bears on one side the “Agnus Dei” or 
Paschal Lamb holding the banneret, and on the other a coat of arms, viz.: a shield divided in the 
centre ; in the left compartment is the half of the double-headed eagle, in the right two diagonal 
bars from left to right downward ; the shield supported by delicate branches, and surmounted by an 
embattled crown. The edge of this coin is slightly raised and grained. No date can be found. 
The execution for so small a piece is excellent and very discernible to the naked eye, although the 
coin is almost microscopic, being scarcely half the size of a California gold quarter dollar. 





* Bolzenthal, Skizzen zur Kunstgeschichte der modernen Medaillen-Arbeit. Berlin, 1840, p. 282. 
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“The purposes for which coins are fabricated”, says Eckfeldt in 1842, “demand that th 
should be convenient to handle and to carry about the person, neither too large nor too small, 
They must be less than a medal, and larger than a spangle. Yet there is a great diversity of opinion 
as to what the public will require or endure in this respect. The heaviest coin of modern times is 
the golden five-moidore piece of Portugal, struck about a century ago, weighing 828 grains, and 
worth $32.70. The smallest coin is the Turkish para, of the present Sultan, which weighs from 
14 to 2} grains, contains a small portion of silver and is one thirtieth of a cent”. 

Eckfeldt had probably never seen the tiny®gem of “filthy lucre” here described, and it may be 
doubted if there exists another in this country, as thus far we find no account of it in the books or 
catalogues. Indeed so small is the piece that its preservation for forty-eight hours after its mintage 
and circulation seems a numismatic miracle, and gives plausibility to the suggestion that it is one of 
the numerous modern forgeries peculiar to the pathways of the Americans abroad. Perhaps some 
reader of the Journat may throw light on the matter. 





THE POETRY OF MAMMON. 


Traverse Ciry, Micnican, October 29th, 1869. 
Editor of Numismatic JourNat : 

Poets are notoriously a people free from that “ love of money” which, as Sacred Writ hath it, is 
“the root of all evil”; hence it is not perhaps a matter of surprise that coins are so seldom 
mentioned in their effusions, I think Saxe leads off in the frequency of allusions to money. In his 
poem, “‘ The Money King”’, there are many passages mentioning coins. For instance, he says: 

“ From mine to mint cursed be the coin that parts 
In helpless grief two loving human hearts.” 
He speaks of the “ prim parson” who 
“ —-In soft dalliance securely locks 
Impassivned dollars with enamored stocks,” 
The miser’s death-bed is described in these words: 


“ But none is there to comfort or advise, 
*T would cost a dollar—so the miser dies.” 
Also: 
“ ] venerate the nobler man who gives 
His generous dollars while the donor lives.” 
“ The art of coining dollars into days.” 
He treats “ ye tailyor” to a bit of philosophy thus: 
“ Full happy is ye tailyor man, 
Yet he is often tried, 
Lest he, from fullness of ye dimes, 
Wax wanton in his pride”. 
O. W. Holmes in the “ Lament of a Clerk” makes him say: 
“Of my cooings and my billings 
I do not now complain, 
But my dollars and my shillings 
Will never come again”. 
There is extant a poem—name and author unknown—TI remember to have read it when a litele 
girl, and only the refrain—a bit of bitter satire—sticks in my memory : 
“ Dimes and dollars—dollars and dimes— 
An empty pocket’s the worst of crimes”. 


And to conclude, there floated through the newspapers a few years ago a pithy poem whose writer 
among other apothegms sets forth that 

“ An excellent thing is a dollar or two, 
No friend is so true as a dollar or two. 
Through country or town as we pass up and down 
No passport so good as a dollar or two”. 

And he winds up with declaring 

“ You may sin sometimes but the worst of all crimes 
Is to find yourself short of a dollar or two”. 

Morat.—Is there not among American numismatists poetic talent enough to furnish a genuine 
numismatic poem? All of which is respectfully submitted by one who doesn’t care a straw for 
woman’s rights in general, but would ask the right to be a Numismat-ess if she wants to be one. 

Mrs. T. T. Bares. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


Regular Meeting, October 28th, 1869.—The President in the chair. 

The following donations were received and ordered to be thankfully acknowledged: from Mr. 
J. A. Bolen, of Springfield, Mass., two Elephant pieces, the one being a fac-simile of the “ Carolina 
Elephant”, the other a mule of two copies of its obverse. Of the latter piece only ten have been 
struck. Also Mr. Bolen’s store-card for 1869. From Dr. Maris, of Philadelphia, his work on the 
cents of 1794. From Mr. Alf. Sandham, of Montreal, two rare U. S. Gazetteers. From Mr, 
Mortimer L. Mackenzie, a large paper copy of his coin-catalogue, priced, and illustrated with 
photographic plates. Through Mr. Levick, Annals of Iowa, published by the Historical Society of 
that State, and Bulletin of the Essex Instituge for April 1869. From C. Clay, M. D., of 
Manchester, his work on the coins of the Isle of Man. From Mr. I. F. Wood, the broken dies of 
the medal commemorative of President Andrew Johnson’s visit to New York in 1866; Mr. Wood 
stating that 50 had been struck in copper, § in silver, and about 75 in white metal. Mr. I. F. 
Wood also presented a commemorative medal of Humboldt, a specimen in bronze of the Norwalk 
Washington medal, also a medal by Geo. H. Lovett, in bronze, of Haverford College. Mr. Wood’ 
also presented ‘ Pettigrew’s Medical Superstitions”, containing plate and description of the royal 
“ Touch-pieces”, 12mo, 1844, and three volumes of the “Cosmopolitan Art Journal”, 4to, 
illustrated. 

Mr. M. L. Mackenzie proposed Mr. William Poillon, and the President proposed Mr. Abraham 
Redlich, as Resident Members, their election being deferred, according to the by-laws, to the 
ensuing meeting. 

Mr. Wood exhibited the smallest coin ever struck (described in an article of the present number); 
and the President exhibited a fine series of Spanish Dollars of various years from 1590 to 1851. 
In this series were shown three illustrative of the manner in which these coins were at one time 
made to pass in England as crowns, viz.: (1) One of 1756, obv. the coat of arms crowned, rev, the 
crowned hemispheres between pillars, on each side a countermark consisting of the letters G R in 
large ornamented Roman character; (2) one of 1789, obv. head of Charles III., upon it a stamp 
of circular form, on the circumference of which PAYABLE AT ROTHSAY COTTON 
MILLS», in the centre 5 Shon a cotton bale; (3) one of 1801, obv. same head, with circular 
stamp, on circumference PAYABLE AT LANARK MILLS, in centre 5/. 

Jas. Muuvenserc Baitey, Recording Secretary. 

















Regular Meeting, November 11th, 1869.—Vice-President Betts in the chair. 
The Committee appointed to perfect the record of the minutes of the Society reported that the 
minutes have been engrossed to March, 1869. The Report was accepted and the Committee 
discharged. 

A number of interesting letters were read from corresponding members, and other gentlemen in 
various parts of the country. 

Mr. Levick proposed, as Resident Member, Mr. Loring Watson. Laid over, under the rules. 

Messrs, William Poillon and Abraham Redlich, proposed at the last meeting, were unanimously 
elected Resident Members. 
Joun A. Nexsen, Recording Secretary, pro tem. 





NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAZOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


The first meeting of the Society, after the summer vacation, was held on Thursday evening, Sep- 
tember 16th, Vice-President Crosby occupying the chair. 

The Secretary read a letter from A. Sandham, Esq., of Montreal, accompanying the donation of 
arare book entitled “ The Constitutions of the Sixteen States which compose the Confederated 
Republic of America,” etc., published in Boston in 1797. Another letter was read from Surgeon J. 
F, Pratt, M. D., of New Sharon, Me., presenting a medal struck from a piece of copper taken from 
the rebel ram “ Merrimac”, having on the obverse a bust of President Lincoln, by Bolen, and on 
the reverse the inscription, ‘‘ A piece of copper taken from the rebel ram ‘ Merrimac’, in 1862, by 
J. F. Pratt, AA. Surgeon, U.S.A”. There were only ten copies of this medal struck, and it pos- 
sesses a valuable historic worth as commemorating the destruction of one of the most formidable war 
vessels by our “little Monitor”, which latter class of vessels have since become so famous. 
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The Librarian reported donations of a pamphlet on “ The Varieties of the 1794 cent”, from 
the author, Dr. Maris of Philadelphia, and catalogues of recent sales of coins, from Edward Cogan, 
Esq., of New York, and Messrs. Mason & Co., of Philadelphia. 

A vote was passed thanking these gentlemen for their respective donations. 

Mr. Crosby exhibited the eight sizes of silver and three sizes of gold * bullet” money of Siam, 
three specimens of ‘*Sycee” money, in silver; and various Chinese coins, among which were 
specimens of the coins paid to hangmen and soldiers for their particular duties, which are available 
to them only on presentation to the government for redemption, 

After the transaction of other business the meeting adjourned. 

Duprey R. Cuitp, Recording Secretary. 


The regular monthly meeting of this Society was held on Thursday evening, October 21st, 1869, 
Vice-President Crosby occupying the chair, 

The regular business of the meeting was disposed of, and the members then proceeded to examine 
some rare coins which Mr. Crosby, by favor of the owner Mr, Wm. Fewsmith, of Philadelphia, — 
was permitted to exhibit. They consisted of two very fine specimens of the “ Pine-tree” and 
«« Chalmers” shillings; a New Jersey cent of 1787, the legend of which was punctuated with two 
five-pointed stars; and a very interesting Washington piece, which bore on the obverse the head of 
Washington, with legend «*« Gen. Washington’’, and on the reverse an eagle bearing in the left talon 
a bunch of arrows, and in the right an olive branch, legend “ * E, Pluribus. Unum.”, exergue 1786, 

This piece possesses great interest, being one of the three known impressions from these dies ; one 
of the others bearing the obverse, and the other the reverse of this piece, connected with the large 
star ** Confederatio” die. It is doubly linked with the «* Confederatios”’, a class of coins of the very 
highest degree of rarity, which proves the vile practice of “ muling” (which so complicates the 
labors of the numismatist) to be no modern innovation. There are, in addition to the four principal 
types of the “* Confederatios”, the following ‘ mules”: the reverse of the piece now under considera- 
tion bearing the date of 1786, coupled with the ‘* Confederatio’’* die, with centre of large stars, 
dated 1785; the reverse of the last piece was, it is said, also struck with the obverse of the New 
Jersey “‘ Immunis”, 1786, but this variety never having been presented to our notice, we cannot with 
certainty state that to be the case; and the obverse of the New York “ Excelsior” cent of 1787 
(which the reverse of the Washington piece above described somewhat resembles) joined with the 
«« Confederatio” die with a centre of small stars also dated 1785. These make, with the four prin 
cipals, six or seven (?) varieties. 

Which of the two pieces bearing this head of Washington is to be considered the “ mule”, or if 
both, admits of a question. The “large star” die evidently existed in 1786, and the “small star” 
in 1787; but we have no proof that the ‘ Washington” die was in existence earlier than 1786. 
Perhaps, in view of these complications, it may be questioned if either of these dates is strictly 
reliable. 

There were also exhibited other rare specimens of ‘* Pine-tree” money ; a fine “ Vermonts. Res, 
Publica”; and a New Jersey cent dated 1786, upon which the horse’s head and the plough had been 
cut, in the most skilful manner, facing in the opposite direction from the usual one—a modern 
method of manufacturing unique pieces well calculated to deceive. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr, Fewsmith for the loan of his coins, and the meeting then 
adjourned, Duper R. Cuitp, Recording Secretary. 





BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The monthly meeting was held on Thursday afternoon, Nov. 4, when a larger number of mem- 
bers were present than ever before. The Secretary resumed his duties and received the congratula- 
tions of members on his return. Mr. Seavey exhibited an excellent cent of 1795, of the type known 
as the “Jefferson head”, a specimen of which lately brought $141 at auction in New York; also 
five patterns, viz., 5 cents with head of Washington of 1866, 5 cents in a wreath of 1868, and V., 
III, and I. of 1869. Dr. Fowle showed three large Indian peace medals in silver, of Presidents 
Monroe, Tyler and Polk. The Secretary exhibited some pieces lately brought home. First, A 
nearly complete set of the coins of Maximilian, Emperor of Mexico, comprising the twenty dollar, 
dollar, half-dollar and dime ; also, a silver medal of the Emperor, with the inscription ‘* AL MERITO 
mitiTar.” Second, Two small bronze medals of Louis XV. of France. The reverse of one has a 
half naked Indian with bow and arrow, standing near some plart, probably tobacco, and the inscrip- 





* If the existence of this piece is known to any reader of the Journat, he will confer a favor by communicating the fact 
vo the Secretary of the N, E. N. and A. Society, P. O. box 1224, Boston. 
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tion “ SuB OMNI sIDERE crescunT. Cor. Franc. pe x’Am. 1751”; the other has an antique galley, 
with a fleece hanging from the mast, and the inscription, “« Non vitrus avrzo. Col. Franc. de l’Am. 
1755”. Third, A Dutch silver medal of size 40, which may be found in the second volume of the 
« Histoire Metallique des Pays Bas”, by Van Loon. On the obverse is a map of the New World, 
around which is the inscription, *‘ Gentes sERVIENT EI DONEC VENIAT TEMPUS QUO EADEM AB IPSO 
SERVITUTEM EXIGENT. Jer. 27. V.7.”; on the reverse the Dutch fleet is seen entering the bay of 
Matanzas, to attack the Spanish silver-ships; below is the inscription *“ VI Ip. Serr. clo.Io. 
CXXVIII, Auspic, Fap. Recim. Bete. Socier. Inv. Occip, Ducru P. P. Heyn: Porrra est in eT 
sus MATANZA SINU CUBA INS, REGIA CLASSE ARGENTEA REGNI Nova Hisp.; around is the inscription, 
«Fitta BaBIL. QUASI AREA CALCABITUR AB AQUILONE TEMPORE MESSIS EIUs. ‘Jerem. 51. V. 33. ét. 
8”. This medal celebrates the capture of a Spanish fleet with treasure, by the Dutch, in Sept., 
1628, under the command of Peter Heyn, who was in consequence created Lieutenant Aaaaanale 
Holland. Fourth, A collection of silver coins and medals, bought at Munich, among which were 
several American; a half-dollar of 1795, a quanger of 1796, the large medal of John Paul Jones, 
one of Franklin, common in bronze, proof small Indian peace medals of Presidents Madison, Monroe, 
}. Q. Adams, Jackson, Van Buren, the medal of Jefferson, “to commemorate July 4, 1776”, of 
Jackson, ** reward of skill and ingenuity,” one of Lafayette, very common in bronze, five medals of 
Luther, and some Bavarian crowns, 

On motion of Dr. Green, the President, Dr. Green and Mr. Pratt were appointed a committee 
to apply to the Legislature for a charter of incorporation for the Society. The meeting adjourned 
at 5 P. M. W.S. Appreron, Secretary. 
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NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 


A meeting of the Society was held November 1oth, 1869, when a Committee was appointed to 
make the necessary arrangements for Dr. De Sola’s Lecture on the History of Hebrew Coinage which 
will be delivered on November 24th. 

The Draft of the Act of Incorporation was submitted to the meeting and approved, 

The Secretary reported promises of donations of the medals issued by the following institutions : 
Natural History Society of Montreal; Bishop’s College, Lennoxville; and Victoria College, 
Coburg. 

On the motion of Mr. A. Sandham, seconded by Mr. H. Mott, Professor Charles E. Anthon, of 
New York, and S, E. Bond, Esq., of Boston, were unanimously elected Corresponding Members of 
the Society. 

Mr. David exhibited some very interesting medals. 

Mr. Mott also showed some very rare Vermont Cents in beautiful condition, and amongst a large 
number of copper coins a series of remarkably fine English Farthings. 

A Reading by the Secretary on “ Some books I bave read, and places I bave visited” was announced 
for the meeting on December 8th. 

After the routine business, the meeting adjourned. 

. Henry Mort, Secretary. 





“EYES LEFT !” 


Boston, Nov. 16, 1869. 


Pror. ANTHON : 


Dear Sir: As you, in the last number of the “ Journal,” introduced the subject of Aboriginal Coinage, and had previously 
asked for poetical extracts bearing upon numismatics, I send you the following lines from the pen of Roger Williams, who, 
although I have never heard him classed among the poets, evidently bestrode the “ winged steed” occasionally, These 
lines follow his remarks upon the Indian “Coyne.” R. I. Hist. Soc. Vol, 1, P. 128. 


“ The Indians prize not English gold, Where shels nor finest gold’s worth ought, 

Nor Englis&, Indians shell : Where nought’s worth ought but Grace. 
Each in his place shall passe for ought, This Coyne the Indians know not of, 

What ere Men buy or sell. Who knows how soone they may ? 
English and Indians all passe hence, The English knowing, prize it not, 

To an eternall place, But fling’t like drosse away.” 


I have not yet sent the description of the new Liberty Cap Cent of 1793 to which I referred, in my last, as I hope to be 
able soon to add something more upon the same subject. 
Isee by the catalogue of the Haseltine collection, that the “‘ New Jersey 1787, horse head left,” is up again for the 











